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Public Statement Regarding Giant Stairs Assessment and Reopening Efforts

The Palisades Interstate Park Commission (PIPC) remains committed to the safe and
responsible reopening of the Giant Stairs trail following the rockfall event that occurred earlier
this year.

Immediately following the incident, park staff and the Palisades Interstate Parkway Police
Department closed the area to protect public safety. Given the unique geology of the Palisades
cliffs, the Commission is taking time to assess the extent of potential hazards and identify
appropriate mitigation measures. This includes consideration of the potential for future
rockfalls and the stability of fallen debris.

As part of this effort, PIPC is engaging with geologists, rockfall mitigation specialists, and other
subject matter experts to review existing conditions, evaluate site stability, and identify
possible strategies for reducing future risks. These evaluations include field investigations,
review of historical site conditions, assessment of rockfall hazards, and consideration of both
short-term and long-term management strategies.

The Commission is currently working with experienced rockfall mitigation professionals to
develop recommendations for safely re-opening the Giant Stairs and for future management
approaches to stewarding this important resource.

The Giant Stairs is one of the most beloved trails within the Palisades Interstate Park. While
PIPC recognizes the importance of restoring public access as quickly as possible, public safety
remains the primary consideration guiding all plans for reopening the trail.

The Commission appreciates the patience and understanding of park visitors, hikers, and the
surrounding community as this work continues. Additional updates will be provided as our
assessment progresses and more information becomes available.

PIPC is committed to protecting public safety while preserving access to one of the region's
most treasured natural landmarks for future generations.
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